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ZPU ZLES

ACROSS

11 Bafta-winning 2010 historical film starring
Colin Firth and Helena Bonham Carter (3,5,6)
12 A place where bees and their hives are kept
(6)
13 Large species of bird with a cooing call, shy
but conspicuous because of its clattering wings
during flight (4,6)
14 Historical term for an authoritative letter from
a monarch or a pope (5)
15 The imperial ruling dynasty of China from 618-
907, regarded as a period of great wealth and the
golden age of Chinese art and poetry (4)
16 Area in the heart of the New York theatre district,
nicknamed the "Crossroads of the World" (5,6)
19 A type of ornamental branched candlestick
or chandelier, often with a mirror (9)
23 International decimalised system of weights
and measurements first proposed by Gabriel
Mouton in 1670 (6)
25 Any of the 12 peers and warriors of Charle-
magne's court (7)
26 A branch of the Afro-Asiatic language such
as Hausa (6)
27 According to Scandinavian mythology, the
resting place of the souls of heroes killed in bat-
tle, ruled by Odin for eternity (8)
29 Genus of flowering perennial plant with

brightly coloured flowers made from sepals in-
stead of petals (7)
31 Variety of pasta in the form of grains of rice
or barley, used in Greek cuisine and to thicken
soups (4)
32 SI unit of electromotive force, named after the
Italian physicist who invented the battery (4)
34 A type of juggling game also known as "the
devil on two sticks" (7)
35 Branch of biology concerned with the scien-
tific study of the structure and function of plant
and animal cells (8)
37 Nickname of Peregrin Took in Tolkien's The
Lord of the Rings (6)
38 Monetary unit in several countries until the
introduction of the euro that was equal to ¹/100
of a franc (7)
40 Bite-size pastry or piece of toast with a
savoury topping, served with drinks (6)
42 Conservative Prime Minister and statesman
who said: "If you're going through hell, keep
going." (9)
44 Rhetorical device of breaking off in the mid-
dle of a  speech or sentence (11)
47 Small flag flown by a ship to indicate its na-
tionality (4)
50 Small set of steps allowing human access
over a rural fence (5)
51 Last book of the New Testament, also known
as the Apocalypse of John (10)

54 Orchestral piece by Ravel to which Jane
Torvill and Christopher Dean? figure-skated
their way to Olympic gold victory in 1984 (6)
55 Country in Oceania which is the site of the
second largest island on earth (5,3,6)

DOWN

1 Chemical element in the form of a pale yel-

lowish-green toxic gas, atomic number 17 (8)
2 Acronym of the Russian name of the secret
police in the former USSR, also called the
People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs
(1,1,1,1)
3 Banded form of metamorphic rock, typically
composed of feldspar, quartz and mica (6)
4 The Lake -- of Innisfree; poem by William
Butler Yeats which begins: "I will arise and go

now, and go to Innisfree, And a small cabin
build there, of clay and wattles made." (4)
5 In architecture, the almost triangular space
between the curve of an arch (8)
6 City in the East Midlands located on the
banks of the River Derwent (5)
7 The 20th Prime Minister of Canada (8)
8 The chief ore of lead (6)
9 Unit of measure for shellfish (4)
10 English architect who redesigned  St
Paul's Cathedral following the Great Fire of
London in 1666 (4)
17 Planet --;2006 nature documentary series that
was narrated by Sir David Attenborough (5)
18 The fourth largest city of Sweden and the
oldest in northern Europe (7)
20 Constellation in the northern sky said to
represent the dragon killed by Cadmus (5)
21 City in east central Germany once famous
for its trade fairs (7)
22 Musical terminology indicating a piece
must be performed slowly (6)
24 A greyish-green pottery glaze (7)
26 Sedimentary rock composed of fragments
of older rocks (7)
28 French dramatist noted for his play
Antigone, inspired by Greek mythology (7)
29 English author who wrote Religio Medici,
first published in 1643 (6)

30 The most dense section of the head of a
comet (7)
33 Hoofed mammal with a flexible proboscis,
closely related to horses (5)
36 Spear-like weapon designed to be used
during mounted combat (5)
38 The mythological Greek muse of epic poetry (8)
39 Former UK paper size measuring 30 × 22
inches (8)
41 The --; 1960s British television series star-
ring Patrick McGoohan as the character Num-
ber Six (8)
43 US screenwriter and actor who directed the
films The Maltese Falcon and The African
Queen (6)
45 The science or study of birds' eggs; also the
hobby of collecting them (6)
46 From the Italian literally meaning "time",
musical direction indicating the speed at which
a passage of music is or should be played (5)
48 One thousand million years (4)
49 Structure extending along the base of a
ship from stem to stern (4)
52 "Alas, that love, whose -- is muffled still, Should,
without eyes, see pathways to his will! Where shall
we dine? O me! What fray was here?" Romeo and
Juliet:Act I, Scene 1 (4)
53 In cricket, the end of the batting order using
the weakest batsman (4)
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HOW TO PLAY

Fill in the 9X9 square
grid with the numbers
one to nine.The num-

bers should be
arranged in such a way
that each row, column
and mini grid contains
one of each number.

The solutions are below
and upside down.

Across
11 The Kings Speech12Apiary13Wood pigeon14 Breve15Tang

16 Times Square19Girandole23Metric25 Paladin26Chadic27Valhalla
29Begonia31Orzo32 Volt34Diabolo35Cytology37Pippin38Centime

40Canape42Churchill44Aposiopesis47Jack50Stile
51 Revelation 54 Bolero 55 Papua New Guinea.

Down
1 Chlorine2 NKVD3 Gneiss4Isle5Spandrel 6 Derby7Chretien

8Galena9 Pint10Wren17 Earth18Uppsala20 Draco21Leipzig
22Adagio24Celadon26Clastic28Anouilh29Browne30 Nucleus

33 Tapir36Lance38 Calliope39Imperial41 Prisoner 43 Huston 45 Oology
46 Tempo 48 Aeon 49 Keel 52 View 53 Tail
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BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

D ays after a controversy
broke out over its decision
to ban women from enter-
ing the sanctum sancto-
rum, Haji Ali Dargah’s

website still proclaims: “People from all
parts of the world without restrictions
of caste, creed and religion visit to offer
their prayers…” The statement is a re-
minder of the inclusive, all-embracing
spirit that one of Mumbai’s most famous
landmarks was known for.

Built in 1431, the shining marble dar-
gah, floating off the Mumbai coast and
immortalised in many a Bollywood film,
houses the tomb of 15th century Sufi
saint Pir Haji Ali Shah Bukhari. The
shrine attracts thousands of visitors
every day — men and women across
faiths. So the move has come as a shock,
and many are calling it “anti-Islamic”
and “unconstitutional”.

“Our fear is that if this can happen in
Haji Ali, which is an iconic dargah, then
it can happen anywhere,’’ says Noorje-
han Safia Niaz, founder-member of the
Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan
(BMMA), which has openly challenged
the ban. “It goes against the spirit of
what Sufi saints preached. There is a
larger issue of not respecting diversity,
disrespecting women and moving away
from the spirit of Islam,’’ says Niaz.

The Haji Ali Trust, on its part, claims
it is upholding this very spirit, and that
the ban is not a new one. “Women were
never allowed to enter the room where
the tomb is kept as the Sharia law does
not permit women to touch the tomb,’’
says Haji Ali Dargah chairman and
managing trustee Abdul Sattar Mer-
chant. “One of the rooms, at a distance
from the sanctum sanctorum, is re-
served for women. They can do the
namaz there. But the Shariat does not
allow them to enter the room where the
tomb is,” adds Merchant.

Not true, say activists. “I visited the
dargah last year in a group and we were
all allowed into the mazaar,’’ says Niaz.
“But when I went again this July, there
was a steel barricade and we were told we
could not enter the sanctum. The presi-
dent of the committee told us some
woman had visited the dargah dressed in-
appropriately, but that does not mean you
ban the entire community of women. Be-
sides, what Sharia are they talking
about? What about those dargahs that
allow women? Is their Sharia dif-
ferent,’’ asks Niaz.

“The debate on entry
into shrines is an old
one,’’ says Dr Zeenat
Shaukat Ali, professor
of Islamic studies at
Mumbai’s St Xavier’s
College. “There is no
clear specification re-
garding the matter relat-
ing to entry into shrines,
for men or women. Some
say that there is a tradition of
the Caliph Omar, which mentions that
women should not visit graves. Others
hold that this was specified under cer-
tain circumstances. As gender justice is
an important part of Islam, it was not
considered a general rule as it would
prevent women from visiting the graves
of their loved ones.’’

After all, as Dr Ali points out, Mus-
lims, both men and women, visit the
Prophet’s grave. “The Prophet’s own
daughters visited his grave. So many
women visit the grave of the Prophet’s
grandson Imam Hussain in Iran. The
Taj Mahal is also a maqbara (mau-
soleum) like the Haji Ali Dargah. Are
you now going to say women cannot visit
the Taj? This attitude, of women as un-
equals, is going to precipitate Islamo-
phobia and convey a sense of misogyny
that is totally alien to Islam,” she says.

Other religious scholars agree. “The
dargah’s decision has nothing to do with
the Sharia,’’ says Maulana Shoaib Koti
from the Darul Uloom Deobandi Univer-
sity. “It is an administrative decision.
The Sharia allows men and women

equal access. All that it says is that
women and men should be in separate
enclosures.”

Hasan Kamal, a senior journalist
and editorial advisor to Rashtriya Sa-
hara Urdu, sees the ban as an attempt by
certain groups within the community to
gain the upper hand. “They want to give
the message that they command the
community. I am connected to many dar-
gahs and none has such rules. If Mecca
and Medina, the two places most sacred
to Muslims all over the world, don’t ban
women, how can any other?”

But the powers that be at Haji Ali
Dargah are sticking to their guns.
“Eventually, this will be done in every
dargah, as the Sharia law will have to be
upheld,” says Suhail Khandwani,
trustee of the Haji Ali Dargah and man-
aging trustee of the Makhdoom Baba’s
Dargah in Mahim, Mumbai. Incidental-
ly, the All India Muslim Personal Law
Board too has come out in support of the
Haji Ali Dargah Trust.

Activists fear the ban could set a
precedent. The BMMA has

found that seven other
dargahs in Mumbai al-
ready deny women access
to the mazaar.

The BMMA has also
tried to get the Maha-
rashtra government to
intervene, but so far, its

attempts have been futile.
The government has re-
fused to get involved in the
issue on the ground that

being a religious matter, it falls
within the Haji Ali Trust’s purview and
not the government’s. There is now talk
of looking to the courts for redressal.

“Legally, it is a tricky issue,’’ says
human rights lawyer Mihir Desai. “On
the one hand you have a personal law. On
the other, there is the matter of discrimi-
nation against women. It is a fundamen-
tal rights issue, but vis-a-vis a private
body — not the State. But it is also a ques-
tion of freedom of religion guaranteed
under the fundamental rights in our
constitution.”

Watching the debate play out from the
sidelines are writers like Sameera Khan.
“When my grandmother died several
years ago they did not allow her three
daughters to witness the burial or visit
the site later. Even today we stand on the
pavement outside the graveyard, sepa-
rated by a fence and say a prayer for her.”

Though Khan did not contest the
stricture then, activists like Niaz are in
no mood to meekly accept the ban on
women entering the Haji Ali Dargah.
Clearly, this is a debate one hasn’t heard
the last of.

Grave
inequity
The ban on women entering the
sanctum sanctorum of Haji Ali
Dargah in Mumbai has sparked 
a fierce controversy. Does 
Sharia law allow this? Shai
Venkataraman finds out

UNEQUAL RULE:
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If Mecca and
Medina, the two

places most sacred
to Muslims all over
the world, don’t ban

women, how can 
any other?
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